$.dopted a5 amended by Council action on: 322201

COMMUNICATION

TO: LOE BRNGELEES CITY COUNCIL File Ho. 98=08676
FROM: COUHNCILMEMEER RUTH GALANTEER, Chair
COMMERCE, EHERGY AND NATURAL ERESOURCES COMMITTEE
Yes HNo
Fuklic Comments x¥

COMMUMTCATION FROM CHATER, COMMERCE, ENERGY AND MNATURAL RESCQUECES
COMMITTEE relative to the Los Angeles Energy Climate Action Plan.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. CONCUR with the Envircnmental Quality and Waste HManagement
Committee report recommendations 1 through 5.

2. Approve Environmental Affalirs Department report, dated
February 23, 2001, relative to Public Outreach and Education
for the Loz Angeles Energy Climate Action Plamn.

Fizcal Tmpact Statement: The Environmental aAffairs Department
reports that the purchase of 10% Green Power for City facilities
and operations could result in additional annual costs to the City
of approximately $1.87 million, of which approximately $1.85 would
be for Council-controlled departments and approximately 521,000
would be for the Harbor Department. Ho other component of the
Climate Action Flan is anticipated to have an impact on the General
Fund. HNeither the 0ffice of Administrative and Hesearch Services
nor the Chief Legislative Analyst -has completed a financial
analysis of this report.

SUMmMATy :

At the February 27, 2001 mesting of the Commarce, Energy and
Matural Resources (CENR)] Committee, the Chair considered two
Environmental Affairs Department (EAD) reports: (1) Adoption of the
Los Angeles Energy Climate Action Plan (C.A.F.), dated Januwary 17,
2001; and, (2) Public Outreach and Education for the Los Angeles
Energy Climate Action Flan, dated February 23, 2001.

In its report dated January 17, 2001, the EAD reported that in
Movenber 1997, the Council adeopted Resolution (Galanter -
Miscikowski) pledging the City to take a leadership role in
increasing energy efficiency, reducing reliance on fossil fuel
based transportation, and limiting gresnhouse gas emissions from
municipal operations. EAD reported that asz part of this pledge,
the City formally became a partner in the Internaticnal Council for
Local Environmental Initiatives' (ICLEI) Cities for Climate
Protection Campaign. The Council resolution alsoc directed the EAD
to take the lead, in partnership with the Department of Water and
Power (DWP) and the Department of General Services (DGS), on the




preparation of a plan to reduce the City's emission of carbon
dicxide, a key greenhouse gas. EAD reported that in April 1998,
the EaAD, DWP, and ICLEI agreed to contribute funds to hire an
expert technical consultant for the preparation of this climate
action plan.

EAD reported that a task force of City departments was created to
asasist with the creation of this plan that included DWF, DGS,
Department of Transportation (DOT), Bureau of Sanitation (BOS),

Harkor Department, Department of Adrports, and others. EaD
reported that through the efforts of this group, the Climate Action
Plan includes a baseline inventory of €02 emissions for 1990, a

current year inventory for 1928, a guantification of City actions
that have been taken teo reduce €02 emissions, and recommendations
for additional actions that the City could take to further reduce
such emissions.

EAD reported that as a first step in the City's efforts to address
the emission of greenhouse gases, this plan focuses on emissions
directly attributakle to the City's own operations and facilities.
As  such, the emissions associated with the generation of
electricity are quantified only for the City's own consumption of
electricity, not for the generation of electricity for all of the
residents and businesses within Los Angeles.

EAD reported that the current Energy Climate Action Flan draft
incorporates comments and revisions received from various City
departments. EaD  reported that the Envirenmental Affairs
Commission {EAC) received a detailed status report on the contents
of the plan at their meeting on Octeker 19, 2000. The final draft
of the plan was sent to City departments and members of the public
in Movember, 2000, and was the subject of a public hearing at the
November 30, 2000 meeting of the FAC at which representatives of
the Coalition for Clean Air and Global Grean USA spoke. Eal
reported that while generally supportive of the plan, both
organizations testified that they believed that the City should
purchase a more substantial amount of green power and that a
greater percentage of alternative-fuel wehicles should be
incorperated inte the City's light and medium doty fleets. The
Commizsion adopted the plan with the instruction that EAD staff be
directed to revisit the green power program and the alternative-
fuel wvehicle recommendations within three vyears to determine if
additional actions would be feasible.

at its meeting of February 7, 2001, the Environmental guality and
Waste Management Committee considered the EAD report dated January
17, 2001, and recommended approval of the EAD recommendatiocns
relative to the Energy <Climate Action Plan and additionally
requested EAD to prepare a public information/education strategy.
In its report dated February 23, 2001, relative to "Public Outreach
and Education for the Los Angeles Energy Climate Acticon Plan", EAD
reported that it has several existing resources that it can utilize
to provide outreach and education and, if sufficient additional
astaff and fiscal resources were available, could provide a more




extensive program to promeote the Climate Action Flan. EAD reported
that the department operates a public information and referral
telephone line, publishes a monthly newsletter, maintains an
informational website, staffs information booths at public
workshops and events. And produces information sheets, brochures,
and guidebooks on environmental issues. EAD reported that each of
these resources will be used to promote the Climate Action Flan,
EAD additionally reported that as a partner in the ICLEI's Cities
far Climate Protection Campaign, the City has access to ICLEL's
cutreach resources and BAD could also partner with DWF to include
climate change related educational infermation in their public
informatiecn materials.

EAD reported that if sufficient additional staff and financial
resources were available for an outreach and education program on
the Climate Action Plan, there are several additional activities
that could ke undartaken, such as an educational wvideo, public
service announcements for radio and television, and an expanded
analysis and planning effort that would inventory greaenhouse gas
emissions from residences and businesses in Los Angeles and that
would provide recommendations on City actiens that could reduce
these emissions. EAD reported that the results of this planning
effort could be used as the foundation for a broad education and
outreach program on the implications of global climate change and
actions necessary to mitigate the emission of greenhouse gases.

at the February 27, 2001 meesting of the Commerce, Energy and
Natural Resources Commities, the Chailr concurred with Environmental
guality and Waste Management Committee recommaendations 1 through 5,
and approved the EAD report, dated February 23, 2001 relative to
public Outreach and Education for the Los Angeles Energy Climate
Action Plan. This matter is now forwarded to the Council [or 1its
considaeration.

Respectfully submitted,

Couneilmember Ruth Galanter, Chair
Commerce, Energy and Natural Resources Committee
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