LOGAL

INIAND VALLEY DALY BULLETINi datlyhulietm.com A'lT

TRASH FE&S W BGE!BLE

 Puente Hills Landﬁll north of Whittier takes up to 12 000 tons of trash per day; but it will close in 2013.
Los Angeies County s plan to send trash by rail to Impenal County wﬂl cause trash rates to double T
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"The San: Gabrlel Valley onee. held

the undesirable title of “Valley of the

Dumps,” with nearly- a half-dozen
landfills covering. portions of Indus-
try, West Covina and Monterey Park.

With that title came more pollu-
tion, garbage trucks and mounds of
tra.sh 1t also brought with it cheaper
trash rates for residents. Most smatler
dumps have closed.

And .the area’s largest dump,
Puente Hills Landfill north of Wiut-
tier, closes i in. five years.

“When that ‘closure takes place,
trash- rates will double because the
trash will be sent 200 mlles by 1'3.11 to
the desert.. . =

“All trash rates. are-going to go up,
and there is no getting around that,”
said Sam Pedroza, a Claremont coun-
cilman. who chalrs the San' Gabriel
Valley Council of Government’s solid
waste committee and works for the
organization - that . runs - the Puente
Hills Landfill. -

“The cheapest way has been urban
landfills, but those are now a thmg of
the past,” he said. :

The landfilt is owned and operated
by Los Angeles County’s Sanitation
Districts. In preparation for the land-
fill's closure, the Sanitation Districts
invested $500 million in a
waste-by-rail prograin_that will take
trash from Industry southeast to Impe-

* rial County ’

“The Mesquite Regional Landfill will
be completed by the end of the year,

and it is-expected to start receiving

trash by 2011, just two years before

Puente Hills Laudfill 1s scheduied to
close. -

Puente Hills Landﬁll serves nearly

60 cities and accepts up to 12,000 tons
of trash daily — nearly 2 third of all
trash produced each day in Los Ange-
les County, - said - Janet Cokey
waste-by-rail section head for the Sani-
tatzon Dlstmcts '

Pubhc outcry and space restrictions
forced the Sanitation Districts to set
their sites on landfills on the outskirts
of urban sprawl.

“For nearly two deca'des, the cdunty
has worked with San Gabriel Valley
leaders in developing a plan, getting
permits and finding .piblic. support
for the $500 million waste-to-rail

project.-The project was financed hy.

subsidies paid by ratepayers and by
methane: gas sales

San Gabriel Vailey leade1s have sup-
ported the project since its inception.
But as. the . landfil’s = closure
approaches, Sanitation Districts’ offi-
cials are fearful that those sarne lead-
ers are going to withdraw their sup-
port at the last minute m search of

.cheaper alternatives.

“Our message to the commumty is,

_look, you have supported this all these

years, and we need your trash to con-
tinue to support it,” Coke said. “We
know that cities are challenged right
now in managing their budgets, and

we want to make sure they are not_

being short-sighted.”

In April, the Claremont City Coun-
cil agreed to stop dumping its trash at
the Puente Hills Landfill and instead
will take it to a private landfill in Brea.

The.- move saved the clty nearly
$100,000 a year.: '

Coke said she was 'disa;ﬁp‘b'inte_d in
Claremont’s. decision, but Claremont
Community Services Director Scott
Carroll sald it was “purely econom-
fes.” " !

“Thls is. nothlng agamst the Los

* Angeles County-Sanitation Districts,”

Carroll said. “We are looking out for
our residents, and are trying to find a
more cost-effectwe means to pmwde
a service.” :

Coke is concerned that more cities
will follow Claremont’s lead and find
prwate landfills in Southern Califor-
nia so the cities can avoid paying the
Sanitation Districts’ increased: fee§,
which have been in place since. 20085,

Sending trash by rail would near 1y
double the cost, and -will 1ikely resule
in increasing the fee from $30 10 $60
per ton, The Sanitation Districts will
hike the fee gradually, .. i

“Not wanting residents to feel the
stlcker shock of that, we put in place a
cost-transition program,” __Coke said”

Today, -the average resident pays
about 50 cents a month for the transi-

tion program. By 2013, that would be

an additional $2 or $3 a month.-

One. of the exastmg landﬂils ~—
though' much. sinaller compared to
Puenteé Hills — is run by the city of
Whittier. It has a life of another 40
years.

Some private agencies and the
trash haulers are -waiting to see how
the waste-by-rail program plays out
Coke said.

~ “But we don't have. the luxury of
waiting to see what happens/” Coke
said. “Our ultimate responsibility as'a
public agency is to make sure there’is
some place where we can. take the
irash.” :




